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FACTS  ABOUT  RED  HOUSE 


Official  Name:    Red  House 

Location:  Putnam  County,  western  'Host  Virginia,  2  miles  from  "Tinfield, 

and  28  miles  northwest  of  Charleston. 

Humber  of  150 
Units: 

History  of  Red  House  -was  initiated  by  the  F.  S.  R.  A.  and  deeded  to  the 

Project:  "."est  Virginia  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation.     On  July  1, 

1935,  the  project  was  transferred  to  the  Resettlement  Admin- 
istration and  it  is  now  under  the  supervision  of  the  Farm 
Security  Administration. 

Purpose  of  The  project  was  established  to  rehabilitate  families  who  had 

Project:  become  relief  clients  and  had  little  prospect  of  future  private 

employment  because  of  the  decline  of  mining  and  lumbering  ac- 
tivities in  this  region.    Through  carefully  planned  and  super- 
vised co-operative  enterprises  these  families  will  be  re-es- 
tablished socially  and  economically. 

project  Dcs-        The  project  includes  2,011  acres  of  valley  and  river  bottom 
cription:  land.     Subsistence  gardening  and  poultry  raising  are  planned 

on  individual  tracts  averaging  three-quarters  of  an  acre  in 
size.    Additional  income  will  come  from  co-operative  farming, 
dairying,  processing  and  craft  work.    A  co-operative  associa- 
tion in  which  each  family  has  a  membership  has  been  set  up. 
An  administration  building  has  been  cons true ted  and  a  grade 
school  has  been  established.    Buildings  for  co-operative  enter- 
prises have  been  completed.    Project  roads  have  been  built. 
Water  is  provided  by  a  community  system  with  filtration  plant, 
storage  tank,  and  mains,  and  a  modern  sewage  disposal  system  is 
in  operation.    Electricity  is  provided  by  a  private  utility  and 
natural  gas  wolls  on  the  project  furnish  fuel. 

House  150  two-story,  concrete  cinder-block  homes  have  been  completed. 

Description:        All  have  combination  barns  and  poultry  houses.    Each  has  con- 
crete foundation,  cellar,  modern  plumbing,  electric  fixtures, 
gas  and  hot  water  heater.    There  are  30  two-room,  90  three-room 
and  30  four-room  units. 

The  Occupants  wore  selected  from  among  destitute  families  on  the  re- 

Homcstcadcrs :      lief  rolls  of  '.Test  Virginia.    A  wide  variety  of  occupations  are 
represented  by  the  family  heads,  with  mining  and  construction 
work  most  numerous.    A  majority  of  the  men  had  some  previous 
farming  experience,  and  all  but  a  few  of  the  adults  had  attend- 
ed school,  although  most  of  them  completed  only  the  grammar 
grades.    Many  community  and  civic  groups  have  been  organized 
and  are  well  supported  by  the  homesteaders. 


